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Dear Mr. Chairman: 

The Secretary has asked me to thank you for your 
letter of October 15, which we only ^received on 
October 26, recommending that the Department strongly 
protest the case of^Gwenda Loken Lopez who was under 
detention in Argen^iT3 hr otc ■ Apr i'l" 'TCuiitil September 
29. We want to assure' you that the Department shares 
your concern about this case. 

Mrs. Lopez had, of course, been visited by our 
consular officer in Argentina before her release and 
was assisted in her departure by the Embassy. Soon 
after her return to the United States we asked Mrs. 
Lopez to receive an officer from the Bureau of Inter- 
American Affairs. She agreed, and on October 4 the 
Argentine desk officer spent several hours with her 
in Minneapolis, remaining for dinner at the family's 
invitation. We have since been in touch with her by 
telephone. 

You will want to know that a note of strong pro- 
test was handed to the Argentine Ambassador by the 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Inter-American Affairs, 
Charles W. Bray, on October 27. The note expressed 
our serious concern that Mrs. Lopez was not promptly 
informed of her right to communicate with our Consul, 
that our Embassy was denied full consular access, and 
our "grave concern" at the treatment accorded her 
while under detention. We requested a report on the 
failures of the Rosario police to inform her of her 
rights, to assure full consular access and their mis- 
treatment of Mrs. Lopez. 


The Honorable 


Donald M. Fraser, Chairman, 

Subcommittee on International Organizations, 


ARGENTINA PROJECT (S200000044) 
U.S. DEPT. OF STATE, A/RPS/IPS 


Committee on International Relations, 
House of Representatives. 


Margaret P. Grafeld, Director 
^ Release ( ) Excise ( ) Deny 

Exemption^: . 8 0F178 

Declassify: ( ) in Part ( ) In Full 21/185 

t ) Classify as ( ) Extend as C ) Downgrade to 

Date Dedassify on „ Reason 



Mrs. Lopez was advised of our intention to pro- 
test, as well as the contents of the note. 

We wish to reiterate the seriousness with which 
we view this matter. 

Sincerely yours, 


Kempton B. Jenkins 
Acting Assistant Secretary 
for Congressional Relations 


Drafted : ARA : CBray ; ARA/ECA : FERondon : jc 
10/28/76:x29166: 165-0290 
-f£- 

Clearances:ARA/ECA:RWZimmermann (in draft) 
ARA: GLister ( indraft) 'fjL 
L/HR:CRunyon (in draft) 
SCS:NPelletreau (in draft) Tr-* 
H : EBlack 


